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BRITISH AIR POWER: SOME TYPES OF MILITARY AND CIVIL AIRCRAFT. 





s 





















THE ‘‘ UBIQUITOUS ’’ ENGLISH ELECTRIC CANBERRA, WHICH HAS BROKEN MANY SPEED FOR ANTI-SUBMARINE WORK: THE FAIREY G4 NNET, A THREE-SEATER AIRCRAFT, POWERED 
RECORDS. IT CAN BE USED AS A MEDIUM BOMBER, FOR NIGHT FIGHTING, RECONNAISSANCE BY AN ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY DOUBLE MAMBA TURBO-PROP ENGINE. THE AIRCRAFT 
OR TRAINING. ILLUSTRATED IS USED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES. 





AMONG THE R.A.F.’S TRANSONIC FIGHTERS: THE HAWKER HUNTER. THESE FAST AIRCRAFT REPLACED THE SABRE F 86 E'S AS R.A.F. FIGHTERS LAST YEAR, THE EXCHANGE 
BEING CARRIED OUT UNDER A USS. ‘‘OFF-SHORE’’ GRANT. THE SABRES WENT TO OTHER N.A.T.O. COUNTRIES UNDER THE MUTUAL DEFENCE AID PROGRAMME. 
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A B.E.A. AIRLINER POWERED BY NAPIER ELAND TURBO-PROP ENGINES. THE NEW NAPIER ELAND ONE OF THE R.A.F.’S V-BOMBERS: THE AVRO VULCAN. THERE ARE AT PRESENT THREE 

CONVAIR 340, WHICH HAS GREATLY IMPROVED PERFORMANCE, WILL BE DEMONSTRATED AT SQUADRONS EQUIPPED WITH VICKERS V4LI ANTS, AND THE FIRST VULCAN SQUADRON IS 
NAPIER’S BASE NEAR LONDON FROM SEPTEMBER 10 TO 14 INCLUSIVE. TO BE FORMED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

At the beginning of September, when the Society of British Aircraft Constructors of civil and military aircraft to foreign countries since last year. To the public at Farn- 

hold their annual Exhibition at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, the borough, as distinct from the technicians and other experts, this important aspect 

subject of British aircraft is more than ever in the news. The main function of the of the British aircraft industry is overshadowed by the more spectacular side of the 

Farnborough show is to provide an ‘‘ export trade shop window "’ and it is, therefore, display—by the deafening sound-barrier bangs and the screaming engines of the R.A.F.'s 


appropriate to take stock, on the following pages, of what has been achieved in sales ' fastest and latest aircraft. 
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BRITISH AIR POWER: SOME EXAMPLES OF DESIGN IN THE FIELDS OF M 
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THE CRESCENT-WINGED HANDLEY PAGE VICTOR : ONE OF THE TRIO OF V-CLASS BOMBERS. THE THE HUNTING PERCIVAL JET PROVOST : DESIGNED ESPECIALLY TO ENABLE PILOTS TO CARRY 


VICTOR, NOT YET IN SERVICE, IS SAID TO BE THE EQUAL IN HITTING POWER OF ANY OTHER OUT THEIR 4B INITIO FLYING TRAINING IN JET AIRCRAFT, AND DEVELOPED FROM THE 


BOMBER KNOWN TO EXIST AT PRESENT. PISTON-ENGINED PROVOST MK. 1. 












ONE OF BRITAIN’S MOST PROMISING AIRLINERS : THE BRISTOL BRITANNIA, THERE ARE AT PRESENT SOME FIFTY-FIVE OF THESE A DE HAVILLAND COMET Tz: EXPERIENCE GAINED ON THIS MODEL ANI 
AIRCRAFT ON ORDER, AND THE LATEST MODEL, THE MARK 301, IS SAID TO HAVE OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE, NEW COMET IV AND IVA, FOURTEEN OF WHICH HAV 








A NEW TWO-SEATER LIGHT HELICOPTER : THE SAUNDERS-ROE SKEETER, DESIGNED AS AN AIR A NEW ANTI-SUBMARINE AIRCRAFT: THE SHORT SEAMEW, WHICH CAN FLY AT VERY LOW A 

OBSERVATION POST AND FOR LIAISON DUTIES. THE SKEETER IS IN PRODUCTION FOR THE ARMY SPEEDS AND CAN CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF WEAPONS INCLUDING MINES, DEPTH CHARGES OV 
AND HAS BEEN ORDERED BY THE R.A.F. AND WEST GERMANY. AND ROCKET PROJECTILES. 

With the Farnborough Air Show, ‘‘ the export trade shop window ”’ of the British about the latest developments in military aircraft and the show at Farnborough merely is 

aircraft industry, once again in the news, interest is naturally focused on the progress gives one tantalising glimpses of new developments. The industry’s export sales | th 

of the industry during the past twelve menths. According to recent reports, both for the first half of this year were 82 per cent. higher than for the corresponding period th 

progress and further outlook are in many ways very satisfactory, particularly in the the year before. This represents an annual rate of some £110,000,000. About one- an 


sphere of export sales of gas-turbine airliners. There is, however, very little information eighth of the sales for the first six months of this year were to the United States. There te 
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MILITARY AND CIVIL AVIATION—FROM AIRLINERS TO HELICOPTERS. 
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DESIGNED TO OPERATE UNDER DIFFICULT CONDITIONS : THE SCOTTISH AVIATION TWIN ON ORDER FOR THE FLEET AIR ARM: AN ALL-WEATHER, DAY AND NIGHT FIGHTER, THE DE HAVIL- 
PIONEER. THIS HIGH-WINGED MONOPLANE IS ECONOMICAL, CAN TAKE-OFF AFTER LAND 110, WHICH RECENTLY UNDERWENT SUCCESSFUL TRIALS IN THE AIRCRAFT-CARRIER 
A GROUND RUN OF 100 YARDS, AND CARRIES SIXTEEN PASSENGERS. H.M.S. ARK ROYAL. 


A MOST SUCCESSFUL AIRLINER : THE VICKERS-ARMSTRONG’S VISCOUNT. THE RECORD NUMBER OF 342 OF THESE AIRCRAFT ARE 
NOW ON ORDER. COMFORT AND ECONOMY ARE THE VISCOUNT’S OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS. 


L AND ON THE COMET III HAS BEEN USED IN DESIGNING THE 
HAVE BEEN ORDERED BY A U.S. AIRLINE 


USED FOR RESCUE WORK : THE WESTLAND WHIRLWIND, WHICH IS ALSO USED FOR TRANSPORT 
AND ANTI-SUBMARINE OPERATIONS. THE WHIRLWIND IS NORMALLY POWERED BY A 600 H.P. 


A NEW TROOP-CARRIER : THE BLACKBURN BEVERLEY. THIS GIANT AIRCRAFT CAN CARRY 
OVER NINETY PASSENGERS OR SEVENTY-TWO FULLY EQUIPPED PARACHUTISTS NON-STOP 


FOR 1000 MILES, AND HAS A PAYLOAD OF OVER 20 TONS. 


is now a total of 280 British gas-turbine airliners on order overseas—nearly a third of 
the total on order throughout the world. The aircraft concerned are the Viscount, 
the Britannia, the Comet IV and IVA and the Vanguard. The Viscount, with its comfort 
and economical running costs, has fully justified itself. It was instrumental in bringing 
to B.E.A. their profit balance in the year ending March 1955, following a large loss 


PRATT & WHITNEY R-1340-40 WASP ENGINE. 


the year before, the U.S. Capital Airlines, the first American airline to use the Viscount, 
have spoken well of it, and there are now 342 Viscounts on order. Capital Airlines 
also have ordered 14 of the 33 Comet IV and IVAs now on order. The Britannia is expected 
to give good service on the Western air routes and a larger and faster version, the 
Mark 301, recently made its maiden flight. 
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BRITISH AIR POWER: TYPES OF AIRCRAFT DEVELOPED FOR MANY USES. 


BUILT FOR THE ‘‘ WORLD'S WORKADAY AIR SERVICES "': THE HANDLEY PAGE HERALD, A MEDIUM-RANGE, 


GENERAL-PURPOSE TRANSPORT, WHICH CAN CARRY FORTY-FOUR PASSENGERS, OR ABOUT 4} TONS OF 
FREIGHT, AND HAS LOW OPERATING COSTS. 


THE BRISTOL TYPE 171 HELICOPTER, THE SYC4 MORE : THIS AIRCRAFT, NORMALLY 
POWERED BY AN ALVIS LEONIDES MK. 73 ENGINE, IS USED FOR A VARIETY OF CIVIL, 
MILITARY AND NAVAL PURPOSES. 


A WELL-KNOWN AIRCRAFT OF COASTAL COMMAND : THE AVRO SHACKLETON MK. 3. WHICH IS USED FOR 
ANTI-SUBMARINE WORK, RECONNAISSANCE AND AIR-SEA RESCUE. IT IS POWERED BY FOUR ROLLS-ROYCE 
GRIFFON ENGINES. 


USED BY THE R.A.F. AND OTHER N.A.T.O. AIR FORCES AS A NIGHT FIGHTER: THE 
ARMSTRONG WHITWORTH METEOR N.F. MK. 14, A TWO-SEATER DEVELOPED FROM 
THE GLOSTER METEOR. 


ONE OF A LINE OF AIRCRAFT WITH A LONG RECORD OF MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE: THE WORLD'S FIRST SUCCESSFUL LIGHT JET FIGHTER: THE FOLLAND GNAT, WHICH IS VERY 
THE AUSTER 4.0.P. MK. 6, WHICH IS USED BY THE ARMY FOR VARIOUS RECONNAISSANCE MANCEUVRABLE, HAS GOOD FIGHTING PERFORMANCE, AND IS RELATIVELY SIMPLE AND CHEAP TO 
DUTIES AND LIAISON WORK. BUILD. WIDESPREAD INTEREST ABROAD HAS BEEN AROUSED BY THE GNAT. 


Information available about British military aircraft is by no means profuse. A British aircraft, replacements for it are already being sought. A comment, from Australian 
fighter-type aircraft, the Fairey F.D.2, recently broke the world’s speed record (although Government circles, on Britain's large V-class bombers is that they are too expensive, 
a U.S. aircraft has since travelled faster, at about three times the speed of sound). costing in the region of £1,000,000 each, and require very elaborate servicing. So far, 
In contrast with the large high-speed jet fighters a development which may become three British squadrons are equipped with Valiants, there will soon be a squadron 
increasingly important is that of the smaller and cheaper jet fighter of the Folland with Vulcans and trials with the Victor are continuing. A prototype order for a 
Gnat type. Although to the layman the Canberra may still seem to be a modern supersonic bomber for the R.A.F. was recently placed by the Ministry of Supply. 





